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MESSAGE FROM FOL PRESIDENT       Happy 2019! 
What’s your new year’s resolution?  Self-improvement? Home care? Learning new skills? Relaxing with a good story? Whatever your goal, your Ocean Shores Library has the information resources to assist.  Check out the books, magazines, DVDs, audio books, and databases.  Whether it’s in the building or online, the library can facilitate a path to your goals.   The staff, as always, is available to help. 
Our Ocean Shores Library had an amazing 2018.  Help us make 2019 just as successful.  Visit the library and while you’re there, ask for a Friends of the Library application.  Your membership and contributions enable us to fund the book groups described below, as well as many outstanding programs.      Denise Siers

                                                                                                                                    

2018 WAS AN ASTONISHING YEAR AT THE LIBRARY!
Library Director Keitha Owen released these 2018 STATISTICS at the Jan. 2019 FOL Meeting:
· Items checked out = 71,965  [Increase of 5,830 from previous year]

· Average number of items checked out per day = 257

· Computer sessions 7,194   [Each session averaging 25.6 minutes]

· Door count of people entering the library = 47,294  

· Meeting room used by groups = 688 meetings  [7,010 in attendance]

· Open library hours per week = 43 hours

· Web Page visited = 20,083 times   

· Active library patrons = approximately 4,000

· Value of the numerous items in the library = $367,000   [19,300 items]
On the paper receipt, you receive when checking out, there is a line listing the money you have saved using the library instead of purchasing the items.  Totaling everyone’s savings comes to a whopping ONE MILLION, SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS. OUR LIBRARY IS NOT ONLY AMAZING; IT IS A FINANCIAL BARGAIN!

 

NOW THERE ARE 3 BOOK GROUPS – FOL Supported
The Adult Book Group votes on the titles they wish to read and meet monthly to discuss the books representing various genre. Copies available at the library.  Michelle meets with the group at 3:00 on these dates: 

· Feb. 15 - “Story of Arthur Truluv”  by Elizabeth Berg

· Mar. 16 - “Killers of the Flower Moon”  by David Grann 
Story Time is held each Saturday, just before the library opens so the young ones have some special time at the library. Niko leads this group and provides a variety of activities and books.   Saturdays from 10:30–11:00
The Teen Book Group is brand new, a 2019 happening!  FOL has purchased ten copies of each selected title that are available for check out.  Michelle will lead the group on each 4th  Thursday of the month at 5:00.   

· Feb. 28 – “What Light”  by Jay Asher

· Mar. 28 - “Looking for Alaska”  by John Green

 
History Factoid.  # 1     From 1883 to 1929 Andrew Carnegie, a Scottish immigrant, spend a good deal of his fortune financing the construction of over 2,500 libraries around the world.  He made his fortune in the USA steel industry and spent his retirement building libraries.  
 
THIS DROP BOX OR THAT?           
This year two new, efficient, and convenient drop boxes have been acquired.  Next to the library door is the drop box for donations to FOL –books, music, etc.  Our many volunteers who daily empty and sort your donations for the FOL book sale appreciate its safety and convenience.  All items donated to the Used Book Sale greatly benefit library programs and events.  Thank you and keep ‘em comin’.

Exiting the south driveway of the parking lot you can use the second new book drop box to return library items.  This drop box is exclusively for returning items checked out from the library.  This winter you can return library check-outs without braving the rain and wind - and it will be really convenient all year long.

   

HAPPENINGS AT THE LIBRARY– Check with staff or website for more information.

· AARP Tax Help  - every Tues, & Thur.  10-2:00

· Story Time - every Sat.  10:30-11   [see article above]

· Valentine Day Teen Zone – Sat. 2/2 from 11-3:00 – hangout, snacks, film

· Friends Book Sale - Fri. 2/8 2-5:00  and Sat. 2/9 9-3:00  [2 articles below]

· FOL – Mon. 2/11 Meeting at 2:00 with Meet-N-Greet at 1:30 

· Board of Trustees Meeting   Wed. 2/13    1-3:00

· Brick Builders  2/14   3:45 -4:45 For Elementary kids to explore their imaginations

· Adult Book Group – Fri.  2/15 at 3:00 [see article above]

· Family Movie - Sat. 2:30-4:00    2/23  “Dr. Seuss’s The Grinch”

· Kids’ Extravaganza - Sat. 2/23  1-2:00 – Crafts, games, more

· Teen Book Club   Thur. 2/28   5-6:00  [see article above]

· FOL Member Only Book Sale – Begins in March- Fri. 3/8  1-2:00 [See below]

· Book A Techie – Come in and make an appointment for help on your devices.

· Art in the Library – Feb. displays Loni Lou La Quill’s mixed media art

· Lobby Display Case – “Masks of the World” by Tess Guerin

· Access WA Newspapers – find link on website homepage

 

BOOK SALE   
The weekend book sale will continue to be open FRIDAY 2-5 and SATURDAY 9-3 on the second weekend of each month.  But do not forget the shelves and shelves of books always in the Meeting Room.  When the room is open please come in and browse. 50 cents a book is a bargain you can’t ignore - use the money drop box by the light switch.
Thank you so much for the book donations – the sales are continuing to set records which means our library can provide more programs and events.  THANKS for shopping with us!

History Factoid. # 2     Of the 1,689 Carnegie Libraries constructed in the U.S., Grays Harbor County was the recipient of two, built in Aberdeen [1907] and Hoquiam [1909].  The Hoquiam Carnegie Library is still in use and has recently reopened after an interior remodel.
 
MEMBERS ONLY BOOK SALE
By March members will receive their membership cards at the Feb. meeting or in the mail.  This card will gain them admission to the book store one hour early on Fridays from 1-2:00.  Sounds like a different version of the Early Bird Special?  Yes, it will be special, as members will get first chance to browse and select from each months’ Book Sale.  This new benefit for FOL members will begin in March and become a regular part of the monthly book sale.  If you are a member and have not received your membership by March 1 please email us at os.lib.friends@gmail.com or leave a note explaining concern for Library Director Keitha.  Be sure to include your contact information in the note and you will receive a response.

 

ANNUAL ART RAFFLE
The Annual Art Raffle Partnership with Associated Arts of Ocean Shores will have a slightly different intake method in 2019.  Donations will be accepted on Monday, April 22 from 11 to 2 at the library. Submissions will be accepted after that date by arrangement with Chair Sharon Pearce.   To make arrangements please email the Friends at os.lib.friends@gmail.com
.  All the art pieces will be on display at the library until Labor Day Weekend but will travel to the Convention Center for exhibit at some festivals.  This is a beautiful fundraiser and showcase for local artist’s works.

 
Historical Factoid #3    Ocean Shores Public Library’s original inventory consisted of donated used books housed in a spare space of a city building.  In 1993 a new structure was completed to house the Ocean Shores Public Library.  In 2019 we will continue to move forward towards the first physical expansion of our library building.
 

PLANT SALE 2019   - May 24, 25, 26   
Please help volunteer at 2019’s expanded Plant Sale.  It will be held over three days so we need even more volunteers and more donations of plants and any garden related items to sell.  We will have an entire room at the Convention Center during the three day Grays Harbor County Expo.  This of course will require additional planning, new ideas, and wonderful volunteers.  Planning meetings will be held each month directly following the regular FOL meetings at approximately 3:00 on the second Monday of each month– at the library.  Come and share your ideas.  Many thanks to Jan and Becky for chairing this major event.  Call Becky with questions or comments 360-268-2686.

 
FOL IS ON-LINE     
· Facebook =  ‘Ocean Shores Friends of the Library’

· FOL web pages =  http://www.oslibrary.info/friends/index.html 
· email = os.lib.friends@gmail.com
· Library Info = oslibrary.info  +  Facebook [Ocean Shores Public Library] + 360-289-3919 or visit Next FOL Meeting – Feb. 11 at 2:00 in the Library Meeting Room.  Meet & Greet is at 1:30.
 
President: Denise Siers             

Vice President: Becky Scott  

Secretary: Malinda Griffin                                    

Treasurer: Deena Poole

Members at Large: Judy Stull     

                               Sharon Pearce

                               Sharon Coone      

         

Chairs:  Volunteers – Sylvia Schrol                

             Special Events – Sharon Pearce

             Membership - VACANT   

             Bookstore –  Mary Jo Lohrenz                     

             Newsletter – Marian Turgeon

             Plant Sale – Becky Scott                                  

             Expansion – Robin Fickle

