
 

                                                                            

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ocean Shores 

 Friends of the Library 

Winter 2024 Newsletter 

The FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

[FOL] is an independent group 

dedicated to providing support and 

advocacy for our library. 

President Farewell 

For the last 10 years I have been involved in the Library in some manner, FOL Member and 

Executive Committee, Library Board of Trustees Member and one of the original members of 

the Library Foundation.  It has been an enormous pleasure to serve the Ocean Shores Library.  

But it is time to step away and let the “next generation” take over.  I plan to remain as a loyal 

book store and sales volunteer where needed.  

We are so fortunate to have such a community centered library that is responsive to the needs 

of our residents.  Over the years I have asked that books be added to the collection and in most 

cases my request was fulfilled.  What other library could community members receive such 

service?  

Over the years I have watched an amazing staff come and go, each bringing their personality 

and dedication into their position.  The core staff (Keitha, Niko, Michelle, and Nick) are a true 

backbone to operations.  Always with a sense that the customer comes first and for that I 

THANK YOU all. 

I have made some wonderful friends being involved in FOL and I THANK YOU for your support 

and friendship.   

I encourage everyone to take the time to become involved in our library.  If it be a member of a 

committee, book shelver, FOL volunteer, or any other skill you bring to our community.  You 

will find it rewarding and gives a person a sense of belonging to something bigger than 

themselves. 

My plans are to remain in the Ocean Shores Community for now but who knows what my next 

story will be! 

Thank you all, 

Mary Jo Conibear-Lohrenz 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a list of the 2025 Executive Committee 

and Chairpersons, followed by a little introduction 

to the remaining Executive Committee members.  

Thanks for kicking things off, Anna! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                    

  

 

 

Message from the (New) President 
I’m honored to be serving as the new President for the Friends of the Library 

Executive Board, and look forward to working with a dynamic team. 

My professional background is in healthcare, I worked as a Registered Dietitian with 

a focus on Diabetes care. I’ve been retired since 2019, and am enjoying my free time 

in our beautiful coastal town of Ocean Shores.  I enjoy time in the outdoors 

gardening, as well as wonderful walks in any weather by the beach.   

I am an lifelong learner; there are never enough books to read.  The library is the best 

place to serve the community with a wide variety of programs for all ages. 

- Anna Betancourt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 FOL Officers 

 

President – Anna Betancourt                         Committee Chairs:  Membership – Malinda Griffin                  

Vice President –Open Position            Hospitality – Ellen Bagley                         

Treasurer – Michele King             Book Sale – Kathy Baker                 

Secretary – Janet Needham             Book Store/Donations – Mary Jo Lohrenz 

Member at Large– Kathy Baker            Social Media – Alex Suarez 

                Newsletter – Kathy Baker                 

    

We would like to extend a warm welcome our new FOL members who have joined since September: 

The Michal Rosencrans Family  Jan Jasper   

 

   

  



           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michele King, a retired Certified Public Accountant (CPA), 

has a wealth of experience in financial management. With 

over 30 years' experience in small and large organizations, 

including non-profits, she has the acumen as a financial 

leader.  Michele is deeply committed to giving back to her 

community through extensive volunteer work, which 

includes 9 years at the Duvall Friends of Library, and now 2 

years at the Ocean Shores Friends of the Library.  Her love of 

books started as a child going to the library every Saturday, 

checking out the maximum of books (10), and returning the 

following week for another set. She is an avid reader, 

belonging to two local book clubs, and advocates the right 

for all to have access to all genres. 

Janet Needham 
I have always been passionate about stories, and I believe there’s no better place to immerse 
oneself in the magic of reading than at the library. As the Secretary of Ocean Shores Friends of 
the Library, I am honored to contribute to fostering a love for literature and learning within 
our community. My husband and I made Ocean Shores our home in 2022, and I’m deeply 
committed to engaging with our vibrant community. I look forward to working with the 
Friends of the Library to grow our membership and enhance the library’s impact for all. 
 
 

Kathy Baker 

Moving frequently as a child, libraries became my 

constant, my “home” in each community we lived in.  I 

loved those familiar places where I could immerse 

myself in great stories.  That love continued into 

adulthood, and I became active in library Friends 

groups wherever I lived, including those in Kent and 

Covington.  Moving to Grays Harbor in 2018, the 

Ocean Shores library became my new “home”, as well, 

and I am happy to be a part of the Friends of the 

Library here that generates such amazing support of 

this gem of a library and its staff.   



 

 
UPCOMING FOL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  

 

January 13, 2025 – Mayor Frank Elduen will give a brief talk about what has been 
happening and what lies ahead in 2025 and beyond for the City of Ocean Shores. 
 
February 10, 2025 – Coastal Interpretive Center Director Jacob Baker will present 
information about CIC’s programs and plans for 2025. 
 
March 10, 2025 – Rich Lindquist will speak about North Beach Medical, a nonprofit 
charity which works to provide medical equipment and supplies to people in need, at no 
cost. 
 
Come join us for Social Time at 1:30 and the meeting at 2:00 on the Second Monday of 

each month. 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Membership Chairperson Wanted 
 
 

We’re looking for a new chairperson for the membership 
committee. The chair is approved by the Executive Committee 

and has an advisory position on this committee. 
 

Once a year letters are sent to all annual members reminding 
them to pay their dues. Thank you letters and receipts are sent 
to each member. This chair is also responsible for keeping the 

membership list and email contacts updated. 
 

This position requires some basic computer skills. Currently all 
the processes are done in a spreadsheet. This takes about 3-4 
hours for the annual work. Keeping up with new members is 

usually less than an hour a month. 
 

This committee might also work with the Executive Committee 
to explore ways to attract more members and volunteers, and 

ways to reward the volunteers. 
 

This is a rewarding way to give back to FOL, and support the 
library. 

If you have questions or want to take on this role email me at 
os.lib.friends@gmail.com. 

 
Malinda Griffin 
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GET INVOLVED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Annual 

        Author’s Fair 

  

                                                                        

 

2025 Book Sale Schedule 

Friday, January 24  12:00pm – 4:00pm     Saturday, January 25 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday, March 21 12:00pm – 4:00pm  Saturday, March 22 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday, May 23  12:00pm – 4:00pm  Saturday, May 24 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday, July 4  10:00am – 4:00pm  Saturday, July 5  10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday, August 29 12:00pm – 4:00pm  Saturday, August 30 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday, Nov. 28  12:00pm – 4:00pm  Saturday, Nov. 29 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday’s first sale hour is for FOL Members Only  

 

 

Check out the Big Book Sale 

schedule for 2025! 

 Our next sale is coming up soon on 

January 24th and 25th.  Watch for the 

email seeking volunteers for this event 

after the beginning of the New Year. 

Thank you for your support! 

 

October 18th and 25th 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

Pumpkin 

Painting 

Program 

October 26th 

Razor Clam Ceviche 

Demonstration 
                              by Suzy Sakamoto 

                November 15th 

Friends of the 

Library Holiday 

Potluck 

December 9th 



And of course, Santa’s Visit 

 

 

    

 

  

The Jolly Old        

Gentleman, 

himself…. 

Snowman 

Ornament Crafts 



 

                                                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snacks and 

Beverages 

FOL Santa 

Helpers 

Patty, Janet, Ruth, 

 Michele & Kathy 

GET INVOLVED! 

A new year is about to begin, and with it, chances to try new things!  

The Friends of the Library has many areas that can benefit from new 

ideas and enthusiasm from new participants – our ongoing Book Store, 

Book Sales, Program helpers, and more.  If you see an FOL activity that 

you are interested in helping with or finding more information about, 

send an email to os.lib.friends@gmail.com and we will be happy to talk 

to you about it! 
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At the Library 
Check This Out…. 

Do you want to know who the best James Bond is, or who is viewed as the best 
Christmas character? Well, the library staff at Ocean Shores Public library has created a 
monthly voting system that focuses on the various movie displays that are set up. In the 
past, the Ocean Shores public has decided who the best Horror movie character is, as 
well as the best James Bond. If you’re passionate about sharing your movie opinion, 
come on down to the public library and vote for your favorite character at the voting 
box. Also, check out the extensive movie collection as each monthly voting will 
incorporate the theme of the monthly movie display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get a peek at what’s coming in the next few months at the 

Ocean Shores Library!  More information on all of these 

programs and activities are available from library staff.   

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from the Library Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees is looking forward to the great variety of 
topics and programs that the Friends of the Library are 
sponsoring in 2025. The informal programs align with the vision 
of the Ocean Shores Library to be a resource to the community, 
enhancing the lives of people living here. 

 

From the Editor: 

Thanks to all of the Friends of the Library for your support throughout the year.  

Wonderful programs happened, updated furnishings and features were added to the 

library, and the people of Ocean Shores and beyond were served by the best little 

library in Grays Harbor County (in my opinion). 

Let’s make 2025 an even better year for the community with our continued support. 

-Kathy 


